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country. Our economic prosperity re-
quires that undocumented immi-
grants—5 percent of all workers in the 
United States—join the legal economy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has used his additional 4 minutes. 
There is 13 minutes remaining. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I see 
my friend from Illinois here. I am 
going to take 11⁄2 more minutes, and 
then I will yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, count-
less American families want their un-
documented relatives to have the op-
portunity to become residents. One 
million immigrants rallied in commu-
nities across the country last week, 
and the crowds included thousands of 
families waving American flags and 
celebrating America as their adopted 
homeland. 

No one believes in amnesty for these 
immigrant workers and families, but 
we do believe in giving them a chance 
to earn—earn—legal status. That is the 
difference. Amnesty is a pardon. We are 
not pardoning any undocumented im-
migrants. What we are basically saying 
is: Come out of the shadows, pay a fine, 
pay your taxes, learn English, and 
after all those who are in line to come 
to the United States at the present 
time and have come to the United 
States, go to the back of the line and 
work your way to citizenship by play-
ing by the rules. There are 70,000 per-
manent resident aliens who are serving 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. If you don’t 
play by the rules, then you are subject 
to deportation. That is earning legal 
status, and that is the process we fol-
low. 

All undocumented immigrants de-
serve this chance, but only those who 
pay the stiff fines, work for 6 years, 
pay their taxes, learn English and pass 
a civics test will be permitted to re-
main in the United States. 

Today, we embark on a historic de-
bate. We have an opportunity to cor-
rect these historic wrongs. I look for-
ward to the coming debate. Together, 
let us move forward, not backward, on 
genuine immigration reform. 

Mr. President, I have been here when 
Republicans and Democrats have come 
together to accept the challenge of an 
issue that is not going away. This issue 
is not going away. We now have Repub-
licans and Democrats working to-
gether. The President has talked about 
this issue as well. Surely we ought to 
be challenged to find a way where this 
Nation can make progress with Repub-
licans and Democrats and hopefully 
even the administration working to-
gether to help do something that is 
sensible, responsible, workable, hu-
mane, and consistent with our national 
traditions. 

I yield back whatever time is remain-
ing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois is recognized. 

EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, my col-
league from Iowa has come to the floor 
and wants 15 minutes to speak. I ask 
unanimous consent for 5 minutes and 
my colleague from Iowa 15 minutes and 
that morning business be extended the 
necessary time for that to occur, and 
an equal amount offered to the other 
side, if they care to use it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DURBIN. So it is my under-
standing, Mr. President, that after I 
speak for 5 minutes, the Senator from 
Iowa will be recognized for 15 minutes. 

Mr. HARKIN. I thank the Senator. 
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IMMIGRATION REFORM 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I thank 
the Senator from Massachusetts who 
has just spoken. Senator KENNEDY has 
led so many important fights in the 
Senate. This may be one of the most 
historic. We know our immigration 
system is broken. It just does not 
work. 

In my office in Chicago, almost 90 
percent of all of the work we do is on 
immigration. The stories will break 
your heart. There are people who have 
come to this country and, for reasons 
that often cannot be explained, are not 
in legal status today. As Senator KEN-
NEDY said, approximately half the un-
documented people in America arrived 
here legally. What happened? They 
were going to school on a visa and they 
didn’t take the necessary course work 
to be a full-time student. They lost 
their legal status. They were part-time 
students. They started again as full- 
time students, and they are undocu-
mented as a result, or they came and 
stayed beyond their visas or they came 
into circumstances that, frankly, cre-
ated family situations so they could 
not leave: A woman falls in love with 
an American citizen, is married, and 
has children. Her husband is an Amer-
ican citizen, all her children are Amer-
ican citizens, but she is not. She is an 
undocumented person in this country. 

But let me tell you one story or one 
group of stories that I think drama-
tizes some of the injustices of the cur-
rent system that I think should be ad-
dressed. A few years ago, Senator 
ORRIN HATCH and I worked together in 
a bipartisan effort to pass what is 
known as the Dream Act. Senator 
HAGEL, Senator LUGAR, and I are now 
cosponsoring it on a bipartisan basis. It 
came to my attention because we got a 
phone call from a woman in Chicago, a 
Korean-American woman who works at 
a dry cleaners in Chicago 12 hours a 
day. She said she had a problem. Her 
problem was her daughter, who came 
to the United States at the age of 2 and 
became a musical prodigy. She played 
the symphony piano by the age of 8. 
She has played with the Chicago Sym-
phony. She is an amazing, talented mu-
sician. 

She was recruited by Julliard School 
of Music—the best in America—to de-
velop her skills as a musician. When 
she started to fill out the application, 
she turned to her mother and said: It 
says here: Nationality. American, 
right? And her mother said: No, we 
never filed your papers. And here she 
was, a bright future ahead of her, and 
she called my office and said: What am 
I to do? We called the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service and they said: 
The answer is obvious. She has to go 
back to Korea. 

Back to Korea? She had been in this 
country for 16 years. Through no fault 
of her own, she was not a documented 
citizen or in legal status. She had fall-
en through the cracks, one of the 11 
million. 

Let me tell you another story. It is 
about Diana, who was brought to Chi-
cago at the age 6 by her family from 
Mexico. Diana is undocumented. She 
has lived her entire life in the United 
States. There is a 50-percent dropout 
rate among undocumented students in 
America—50 percent. She didn’t drop 
out of school; she did the opposite. She 
stayed in school and made the dean’s 
list all through high school. She grad-
uated with a 4.4 average out of 4.0, tak-
ing advanced placement classes to pur-
sue her dream of being an architect. 
She was accepted at Northwestern Uni-
versity and was so excited. She came to 
learn that because she was undocu-
mented, she couldn’t get financial as-
sistance. She couldn’t go to North-
western. She went to another college. 
She is still trying to be an architect. 

Tell me: Is America a better place if 
those two girls leave or is it a better 
place if they stay? 

The Dream Act gives young people 
such as that a chance, people who came 
to the United States, young people, 
through no decision on their own— 
their parents made the decision. They 
did the right thing, followed the rules, 
didn’t break any laws, went to school, 
were good students, studied, aspired, 
and dreamed of the opportunity in this 
country, and then learned, to their bit-
ter disappointment, they were reaching 
a point where they could not pursue 
their education. 

The Dream Act says this: If you are 
one of those people, if you have been 
here 5 years or more, if you entered the 
country under the age of 16, if you are 
in high school, you have a chance, and 
the chance is this: Complete high 
school and then either 2 years in col-
lege or a college degree in the next 6 
years, or serve in our military for 2 
years, and we will then give you a 
chance to start a long path toward citi-
zenship. That is important. 

I can’t tell you the people who come 
up to me in the city of Chicago, stu-
dents, for example, who are undocu-
mented, who want to teach. We need 
them so badly. They want to teach 
math and science and critical lan-
guages. Yet, being undocumented, they 
can never be licensed to teach in my 
State of Illinois or virtually any other 
State. 
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